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Baboons a 2010 Soccer World Cup problem 
 

 
 
Warm up: 
 
1) In groups share what you’ve found out about baboons.  
 
Reading: 
 
2) Why are baboons a problem for the world cup organisers? Read the piece of news 
to check your predictions: 
 
Authorities in South Africa are trying to solve a potential problem in 
the run-up to the 2010 World Cup Finals - baboon-jacking. The local 
baboons like to enter cars and houses in search of food and drink. 
One particular monkey, Fred, is quite famous. Fred leads 26 other 
monkeys. Mark Duffell, a policeman, said: "Every day, it happens. 
He'll attack four or five cars in like five minutes. Fred's operation is to 
open car doors. He leaves normally with a handbag.” Mr Duffy says 
that if you see Fred: “Don't try to get the bag back." This is good 
advice for the thousands of soccer supporters who will arrive in Cape 
Town in June. The Cape Town government is taking the baboon 
problem very seriously.They want to make sure the World Cup is a 
wonderful event for everyone. They don’t want baboons attacking or 
biting soccer fans.They spent over US$650,000 trying to protect the 
city from the baboons. Many football fans  don’t know how dangerous 
the baboons can be. They only weigh 40kg but they have a powerful 
bite that will require hospital treatment. City official Stephen Granger 
thinks the soccer tournament will pass without incident: "I don't think 
there is going to be any significant disruption to tourists…” 
 
3) Now, read the text in detail and say whether the following sentences are true or 
false: 
 
a. Baboons are into entering houses and cars to get food and drinks. T / F 
b. A monkey called Fred is the leader of a group of 26 baboons. T / F 
c. Fred isn’t interested in handbags. T / F 
d. If you see Fred, try to get your bag back. T / F 
e. Cape Town’s government isn’t worried about the baboons. T / F 
f. Cape Town’s government spent $65,000 on baboon controls. T / F 
g. Baboons weigh around 40kg. T / F 
h. A Cape Town official thinks the baboons will not be a big problem. T / F 
 
4) Discuss: 
Do you think baboon-jacking will be a problem for football (soccer) fans? 
What could be the bigger problem for Cape Town, baboons or soccer hooligans? 
Did you like reading this article? 
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